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A matryoshka doll is a Russian nesting doll. Usually made of wood, the matryoshka consists of several dolls that
are similarly shaped and fit one inside the other. When you pull the doll apart, another one, slightly smaller, sits
inside. There are usually six or more dolls in a set. The female dolls are called "baboushkas," which is Russian
for a "cute old woman," and the male dolls are called "dedoushka", meaning "cute old man." The shape is mostly
cylindrical, rounded at the top for the head and tapered towards the bottom.

It is believed that the first matryoshka dates from 1890, and is said to have been inspired by a doll of the
Japanese artist Fukuruma. The first Russian one was said to be carved by Vasiliy Zvezdochkin and painted by
Sergei Maliutin. It consisted of eight dolls; the outermost was a girl in an apron. The dolls alternated between boy
and girl, with the innermost doll being a baby.

The name "Matryoshka" is said to have been adopted from the name Matryona or Matriosha. Both of these
names were very popular among Russian peasants. Since the name had the Latin root of "mater" or "mother,"
this name was associated with the image of a mother of a big peasant family who was very healthy and had a
portly figure."

The matryoshka doll has since been used in various different ways, for promotions of products, wedding
invitations, decorative articles and more. With the art which started off in Japan, has now been mastered in India
and, we MeenaHandicrafts.com are one of the biggest manufacturers. Our artisans are highly skilled and trained
to make the matryoshka doll each with equal accuracy and care.

With our manufacturing units, we are able to provide any bulk quantity custom designs and ship it across the
globe in record time.

We would also like to invite you to view our exciting range of authentic matryoshka doll on
http://www.meenahandicrafts.com
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